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TO THE 


Gentlemen and Inhabitants 
OF THE 


Malachuletts-Bay in Mew-Englano : 


Efpecially to fuch as are Lovers and Encouragers of Ju- 
ftice and Ingenuity, and Haters of Cruelty and Op- 
preffion. 


Gentlemen, 


see Humbly make bold to lay 
(CAEP) before you a {mall SCHEME; 
which I don‘t Doubt your 
i] complying with : For as there 
Sees) is now an abfolute Neceflity 
p2s504 for coming into a Paper Scheme 
for immediate Relief: And 
‘as the Merchants in London, that Trade to thele 
Parts,have long fince madelIntereft,before the 
Lords of Trade, for them to Defire his Majefty 
not to fufter any more Paper Money to be 
made by Royal Authority, The Arguments 
aid before his Majefty appear‘d fo reafona- 
ble and juft, that without fuperiour Argu- 
ments can be laid before his Majefty, his 
Royal Inftructions will ftand firm; and not 
any ways to be evaded by his Majeity‘s Go- 
vernors : Therefore as it may be mathematt- 
cally proved, that a Society can make better 
E Ses Money 
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Money than the Government, it’s meer Trifling 


for the Gentlemen of the Affembly to draw Money 


Bills, when they abfolutely know that his 
Excellency hath notPower to fign them. And 
the whole Body of theGentle men of this moft 
noble Province muft lay by that grand Idol, 
Self and Self-Conceit ; and all Unite as one 
Man, and direGtly purfue juft & reafonable 
Schemes; and then all Murmurs and Com- 
plaints will ceafe, and univerial Love appear 
in the Face of each Man. And what more 
Noble and Grand than to be of a juft God- 
like Way of Thinking and Acting: and what 
more like the Devil than to be of a mean, low, 


poor, grovelling, felfifh Nature, fo much de- 


{pifed and abhorred by the almighty Beimg 


of Beings. As for my Part, 1 can with hum- 
ble Modefty fay, I ama true Lover of Man- 
kind, and heartily wifh Pro/perity to every in- 


dividual Man now living on the Earth. And 
as | promifed the Publick, two Years fince, 
a Book on Manufacturies, (having almoft 
compleated it) when compleated I fhall lay 
it before the Publick. And asthe Publick 


‘receives this {mall Hint of a Scheme, I fhall 


be able to Judge how my Book of Manufac. 
turies will be received. Having nothing 
more to add, I make bold, Gentlemen, to fub- 
{cribe my felfa true and hearty Lover of 


New-England. 


Richard Fry. 
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Paper Currency: 
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mm EA DING in fome of the: News-Papers, the laft fitting 
C15 of the Honourable Aflembly of this Province, of a Peti- 
|@ tion fign’d by a great Number of the Freeholders of this 
lj Town, was prefented to the Courts for Relief under their 
Xe ; prefent difficult and diftreffing Circumftances, for want of 
SA a fafficient Medium ; whereby the Trade and Bufinefs of 
\q the Town is very much decayed, Law-Suits increafed, 
3 8 and Cafh to purchafe the Neceflaries cf Life hard to be 
y@ attained, even by many of good Eftates among them. It 

=F myft plainly appear, to a Mathematical Demonftration, 
that nothing can help or relieve this Town out of its prefent great Difficulties and bad 


- CiecumMances, but Frugality and Induftry, and purfuing juft and reafonable Schemes. 
‘For any réifonable Man living to think that the Printing a few Rheams of Paper, with- 


out the lealt Shadow of Foundation, and calling it Money, will reli¢ve them, they are 
vaftly miftaken, it will only léad them into a vaft Labyrinth of Evils. 


Tur following Scheme will appear toa full Demonftration what valt Service it will 
be: to. this" Town: : 


» Te mut be allowed that a Number can pefform ‘smote tharta few, which is juft 
and reafonable : For the Gentlemen in England, Holland and other Parts of the 
Trading World, form themfelves into’ SOCIETIES: and Compantgs for the carry. 
ing on va Defigns in Trade and Commerce. The Dstck are the only People 
Rg who 
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ploy’d in. And thefe Corn Mills (to be built on the aforementioned Place) 


(2) 


who have got Money by their firft Scheme: Their Maxims are thus, when they 
have a Mind to bring any Manufactury into their Country, they always procure the 
beft Workmen from that Country where that Manufadtury is carried on to the utmot 
Perfection. Having procured Workmen, they perform to thofe Men their Engage- 
ments and Contra¢éts to the leaft Tittle: And thofe Workmen finding themfelves 
joftly dealt withal, they dire@tly bring that Manufactury to as great Perfection as it is 
carried on in the Country they came from. And thus from thefe wife Maxims, which 


the Dutch have followed, they have brought them to that glorious F igure which they 


now make in the World. 


NOW to my Scheme. here is the compleateft Place for the Erecting and Build- 
ing Twenty Mills on of any PlaceI ever faw in my Life ; it is from the Warehoufe 
of Jos Lewts, Efq; near the Fortification, acrofs to his Warehoufe on Doerchefer 
Point. I fuppofe, was it poffible, that fuch a Place could be procured as near Amfterdam 


as this is to Boon, the Dutch would give One hundred Thoufand Pounds Sterling for fuch 
a convenient Place. 


Our Mother Country will be much pleas’d with this Scheme, becaufe not one Mill 
will interfere with any of the Manufacturies in Great Britain. 1 thall explain the 
great Benefit and Advantage of fundry of thefe Mills; which by the Parity of Reafon 
will explain the reft. It’s plain toa Demonftration, that thofe Corn Mills which are 
erected on the Mill Pond, will in a few Years be of no Service. The Reafon is, Be- 
caufe the Pond fills fo faft with Filth, that there will not be fufficient Water to carry 
on the faid Mills. And fuch a fine, beautiful Tra@ of Land will be more fit to build 
Streets of Houfes on ; and ten Times the Improvement than they are at prefent em- 
may be 
built to the fame Advantage as they are now in England. The Corn Mills have been 
vaftly improved in England within thefe Twenty Years. And thefe Mills being built 
to the fame Perfection they are now built in England, they will grind more Flour 
by fix lb. Weight out of a Buthel of Wheat, and make better Flour, than any Mill 
now built in America. (For all the Mills now built in America, are built in the 
old Form.) So that the Merchants of Boffon may purchafe Wheat from the Wheat 
Countries, and fupply the We/-Indies Cheaper than either New-York or Philadelphia. 
For the Truth of thefe Facts I appeal to the Millers and Bakers of Boffon, A 
Number of Saw-Mills for the Ship Builders and Joiners, they will be able to de- 
monftrate. Leather Mills, the Gentlemen Leather-Sellers will be able to inform. 
Linfeed Oil Mills, the Confumers of Oil will able to inform. There being vaft 
Quantities of Iron Bog Ore at the Eaftward, Mills te run into Piggs for Great-Britaine 
Bark Mills for grinding Tanners Bark, both for home Confumption and Lreland, 
feyeral Gentlemen will be able to inform. A Number of Logwood Mills, a Num- 
ber of Merchants will be able to inform : And fo by a’Parity of Reafon all the re(t 
of the Mills are explained. The Place lies entirely on Water Carriage, and has a 
conftant Supply of Water all the Summer, which is the only Time to perform Bof- 


nefs. It hasalready been juftly Surveyed, and a Plan taken. And wasa Number | 


of Gentlemen to be incorporated by the General Aflembly, they might bring this 
Scheme to Perfeétion immediately, to the vaft Service of this Town and Province 
in general, I can with Modefty fay, this is the beft Scheme that ever was on the 


Tapis ; 
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Tapis fince the Colony has been fettled. It is not like the Uncertainty of the Mine 
Adventurers, but as foon as thefe Mills are built they will produce a certain Profit, 
as fure as the Sun that moves. The Corn Mills at Bow near London, with twelve 
Pair of Stones, are let at Nine hundred Pounds Sterling a Year, and I will Mathe- 
matically prove, that twelve Pair of Stones built on the abovementioned Place will 
produce as much Profit as the Mills at Bow. And fuch a fine Scituation for Mills can- 
not be better in any Place in the World. here is now an abfolute Neceffity for 
coming into a juft Scheme in order to have Money pafs for a Supply of oir com- 
mon Necefiities, till fach time as by our Frugality and Dent of Induftry we bring 
Silver and Gold to pafs as a proper Medium ; which was the real Defign of his 
Majefty’s Royal Inftruction not to make any more Paper Bills, which jis abfolutel y 
a common Cheat, let them be made in any Form or Shape whatever, without 4 
folid Foundation to fupport their Value. Was a Number of Gentlemen to be in- 
corporated, and the whole Body liable to be fued as one Man, their Notes of Hand 
would pafs better then any Money to be made by the Provinee, becaufe the Pro- 
fis arifing by the Mills would be a folid Foundation. I fhall only mention one 
Company in London, that is the New-River Company, which pays them Twenty per 
Cent. \ntereft ; then, would not the Notes of fuch a Company pafs equal with Bank 
Notes, or Gold or Silver. I will Mathematically demonftrate to any Man living, 
that thefe Mills will produce Twenty per Cent. then confequently their Notes muft 
p2fs equal to Silver and Gold. All Mechanicks are now brought to be proved by 
mathematical Demonftrations, fo that it is impoffible to err in building thefe Mills, 
for it may be computed to a fingle Farthing what each Mill will coft. And thefe 
Mills being built according to the Mathematicks, then it may be eafily demonftra- 
ted what each Mill will produce yearly, fo that the Company may proceed like 
wife Mafter-Builders. And when’the above Mills are brought to Perfection, a vaft 
Number of great Schemes may be laid hefore the Company, which they will natu- 
rally come into : For we have a common Proverb, Mathematical Demonftrations can 
n» Man gainfay. And it would certainly be for the Intereft of New-England not 
to make one Paper Bill more : The Reafon is, The Notes of Hand made by the 
Company will aufwer the Ends and Purpofes of purchafing all the Neceflaries of 
Life ; and thefe Notes not being made a Tender in Law, it would abfolutely oblige 
the Merchants to bring Gold and Silver to anfwer all Specialties, or elfe it would 
be impoffible for them to carry on Trade and Merchandize. For fo long as the 
Affembly continues to make Paper Bills the whole Publick will depend on them, 
Each Gentleman will flatter himfelf he fhall be able to procure as many Bills as 
will anfwer all his Defigns. But any Man that knows the juft State of the Pro. 
vince muft allow that according to its prefent Scituation it requires a Million ready 
Specie to carry on the Trade of the Province: Itis therefore a meer Jeft to make 
a few Paper Bills, thinking that will anfwer the End, it will only embarrafs and 
entirely Ruin hundreds of Families, and bring on Law-Suits almoft numberlefs. It 
mutt be allow’d that a Merchant managed his Affairs with Prudence and Caution, 
when he has brought his Trading to fuch a Point that his Profits may be large, 
ani his Lofs not confiderable. But fhould a Man of Traffick put Twenty thoufand 
Pounds on boatd a leaky Veffel, and fend it to the Spani/h Weft-Indies, through as 
many Dangers as there are Shelves in the Sea, or Points in the Compafs, with the 
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bare Hopes of gaining Sz Pence, would not all Mankind poft ug fuch a Merchant 
for a mad Man: I leave the Apptication. 





Tuts Body Politick may be juftly compared to a Merchant beginning the World 
ty cs with One hundred Thoufand Pounds, and direétly advanceth to a Trade that requires 
ee One Million ready Specie. WNotwithftanding the Merchant has an exceeding good 
Character in all Parts of the trading World, and his Credit fupported 2 vatt many 
Years with a fair Shew, yet in the End it will be the intire Ruin, not only of him- 
felf, but of vaft Numbers of other Men. The Reafon is, It is plain that for want 
of a fufficient Sum to carry on his Trade, he is often obliged to part with his Goods 
for lefs than Prime Coft, befides making ufe of Uferers and griping Extortioners, 
which will always Prey on him like fo many Vultures or Horfeleach’s : And the 
poor honeft Gentleman, fo far from growing Rich for the Reward of his creat Pains 
and Induftry, not only finks his own private Patrimony of Oze hundred thoufand 
Pounds, but a great many Hundreds befides. His CharaGer is entirely ruin’d in alk 
Parts of the Trading World, and his End may be in Ruin and Want. And his Sub- 
ftance, with other honeft Gentlemen’s, who confign’d to him, got into the Hands 


of bafe unworthy Knaves, who have watched all Opportunities to take Advantage 
of the poor Gentleman’s Neceflity, 





His Excellency JONATHAN BELCHER, Eq; our Governor, hath twice 
aa “a recommended to the General Affembly the employing a Number of Men to take an 
bi . exact Survey of this Province, and the Extent of its Bounds. For this Province is 


hardly known by our Mother Country. And I can with humble Modefty obferye, 
that the State of this Province was never yet fairly ftated. 





Our Mother Country never was fo fullof Men and Money fince the glorious 
Houfe of HANOVER came to reign over us. And was a juft Plan to be taken of this 
Province, and laid before the Nobility, Gentry and fubftantial Farmers in England, the 
young Branches will bring their Fortunes into New-England and purchafe Lands. For 
it may be Mathematically demonftrated, for aGentleman to bring to New-Englend 
Five thoufand Pounds Sterling, and lay it out in Lands, it would in twenty Years time 
be worth Thirty thoufand Pounds Sterling, if they are improved after the fame Man- 
ner they are in Exg/and. For the Lands there are prodigioufly improved within thefe 
Twenty Years paft : For a vaft Quantity of Land was then Let for Eightesn Pence 
per Acre, wnich are now Let for Twenty Shillings per Acre. And I will demonfrate 
toany Man living, that the Lands in New-England are as good as they are in Olds 


se 


As I am obliged to go to Englaad with all my Law Suits, for want of a Court of 
Equity in this Country : And being fore’d to ftay fome Time there before I can bring 
my Affairs toa final Iffte, I will imploy my Time. to lay down before our Nobilitys 
Gentry and Farmers THE GLORIOUS STATE OF THIS PROVINCE, and what noble 
Improvements they may make for their youngBranches. Their Fortunesat home make 
but an indifferent Figure there, but if laid out in New-England will with induftrious Im- — 
provement produce as noble Eftates as the Originals they fprang-from, And it is not 
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in the leaft to be doubted but his Royal Majefty and Parliament will encourage 
fach a noble Undertaking, fo much for the Good of ouR MoTHER Gat ern yo 
Trade and Commerce. j 


ci 


OuR young Nobility; Gentry and Farmers coming now to New-England, is not: 
like the, Gentlemens firft Settling this howling Wildernefs, at vaft ‘EXpence, 
and the almoft infupportable Difficulties. But thofe worthy good Gentlemen have 
fairly paved the Way. That as foon as,our Gentry fhall arrive at Bofton, they 
will find nodifference, either inProvifion or polite Converfation, (without? the leaft Dif 
p2ragement to any Part of Great-Britain) for their Money may_bé improved Fifty 
per Cent. more than they can be in Great-Britain, if it is . improved either in 
Lands or Manufaéturies. And I fuppofe further, Was not the Gentlemen of this 
Province to come into my Scheme of the Mills, I will lay all my Schemes mathe-’ 
matically before feveral of our Companies in London, and they will as certainly 
come into the faid Scheme, as fure as the Sun that moves. For they are all fo full 
of Money, that fhew them mathematical Demonftrations, and they will venture 
their Subftance to the Ends of the Earth ; fo I can with humble Modefty fay, pro- 
‘vided Almighty GOD {pare my Life to bring my Projections to Perfection, to the 
infinite Advantage of our Mother Country, and to the great Benefit of New-Eng- 
Jand. For 1 may juftly obferve, this moft noble Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay 


is fuperior to any Province in his Majefty’s Dominions in America, both for Health. 


and to be improved. And I further obferve, thefe young Branches of oir Nobility, 
Gentry and fubftantial Farmers, bringing large Subftance, would be able to procure 
all Sorts. of Naval Stores for Great-Britain, and entirely prevent the Baltick Trade. 
And there is no Merchant but what knows that immenfe Trade, fo much taken 
Care of by the Northern Princes, particularly the Czar of Mufcovy, after he came 
home from his Travels, (having taken a Tour thro’ France, England and Holland) 
obferving what mighty Riches they acquired by Trade and Merchandize, and for- 
ming a juft Idea of thefe Countries, that they could raife but fmall Quantities o¢ 
Naval Stores ; and having large Dominions, he immediately gave Orders to all 
his Subjects to raife prodigious Quantities of Naval Stores, and he being an abfolute 
Prince it was immediately comply’d with : Which was the firft Scheme he laid to 
bring, forward thofe mighty Schemes which he afterwards compleated. And all 
Mankind are Witnefles, from thofe jaft Schemes formed by him, to what a mighty 
Figure they make, and at prefent appear in the World. The Empire of Mu/covy 
is no ways to be compared with his Majefty’s Dominions in America. And was his 
Majefty’s Colonies to be juftly improved by proper Encouragements from our Mo- 
ther Country, it would make our King one of the greateft Monarchs on Earth, 
For it. muft be Men of large Fortunes to proceed on that ‘Scheme. of procuring 
Naval Stores, and not Beggars. For it is plain that the People ‘at the Eafiward 
can but juft fapport Nature, by cutting Timber and Cord Wood, fo it’s plain toa 
Demontitration what Quantities of Naval Stores we may expect from® thofe People. 
From the whole, I moft humbly conceive it would be the areat Intereft of this 
moft noble Province, for tHe Great and General Court to pa@’an Ad to encourage 
eC our 
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eur young Nobility, Gentry and Farmers to come and fettle amongft us, fetting 
forth the Goodnefs of the Land, and the vaft Improvements they may make of 
their Money, and to grant them what Lands they want to improve. Suppofe but 
one fingle Hundred of our young Nobility and Gentry was to come with Five 
thoufand Pounds Sterling in each Gentleman’s Pocket, the Moment they arrive in 
Bofton, the whole Land will be worth double the Value by their coming ; this can 
be mathematically demonftrated : But I don’t doubt but Thoufands of our worthy 
honeft Gentlemen’s Sons will come and fettle to the utmoft Bounds of this moft 
noble Province : And then if a French War happen, King GEORGE and Canadg 
forever ; then his glorious Majefty King Grorce will have a compleat Empire. 


And I verily think that the Opinion of the ingenious Dr. Mather will certainly 
come to pafs: For the Doctor in his Letter to one Anthony William Boheme, late 
Chaplain to his Royal Highnefs GEoRGE when Prince of Deamark : The Contents 
of which Letter was this, That Dr. Mather had remitted fo much Money by Bills 
of Exchange (collected from ptivate Gentlemen in New-Englend ) for the Propa- 
gation of the GOS PEL in Mallabar in the Eaft Indies: The Money was to be 
fent to Profeflus Frankus at Hall in Saxony. After Dr. Mather had given a 
beautiful Defeription of Church Affairs, he concludes his Letter with politica] 
Affairs ; and gives a fine Account of this Part of the World ; and hear: 
tily lamenting the Misfortune of the Canda Expedition ; (but wholly lays the 
Blame on the O/d-England Men ) for he declares, That no Men on the Earth 
could proceed with more Courage and Refolution than the New-England Men : 
But the Dr. concludes with this noble Saying, That I really and verily think, 
that in lefs than fifty Years, the glorious Houfe of HaNoveR will be Emperors 
of all America, and then it will the greateft Empire in the whole World. Now 
to any thinking Man, the Doctor’s Thoughts will certainly come to pafs: For we 
fee ‘what a glorious Settlement is carrying on at Georgia, and how the Englith 
Nation are fpirited to fupport that Province. And it is not in the leat to be 
doubted but by proper Application to his Royal Majefty and Parliament, they 
would come into any Meafures to make the ;Frontiers of this Province a {trong 
Barrier againft- Canada ; and then if the French and Spaniards dare to go to War 
with Great-Britain, fo certain we fhall take Canada and the Spanifh Weft-Indies 
which will put a final End to all the Villanies committed on us by the Spaniards, 
and there is no true Englifomen but hopes and wifhes to fee that Day. 


The worthy ingenious Capt. Plaifed informed me he had received a Letter from 
Mr. Silas Hooper, Merchant in London, dated Ofober 8. 1738. wherein he informs 
him, That the Pot-A/b remitted from New-England to him, was allowed to be as 
good as that Pot-Afh which comes from Ruffia. It appeared by our Book of 
Entries, there was upwards of Two Thoufand Tuns imported from the Northern 
Kingdoms in one Year: And Pot-Afh being worth Thirty Pounds per Ton, ( the 
faid 200 Tous at 30/7. per Ton, amounts to Sixty Thoufand Pounds) And as the Pot- 
Ath pays to his Majefty Six Pounds per Ton Duty; I do not doubt in the leaf 
for the Encouragement of this Manufactury in thefe Parts, by properly applying to 
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the Parliament for the Drawback to be taken off, it would be done, and a Royal 
Bounty granted: And the Gentlemen of this Province coming to a juft Way of 
thinking, they might flow in Riches as they pleafe. And thefe Gentlemen or 
Society that are concerned in the aforementioned Mills, might direCly bring this 
Scheme of the Pot-Ath to Perfection ; and what glorious Farms: would be produced 
from this Scheme of Pot-Afh? 


I had almoft forgot to mention one more gteat Benefit to this great Town Of 
Boffon in the building thefe Mills, which all Mankind muft allow to be juft 
that is thus, Suppofe it fhould happen a War, by having fuchafine Communication 
with the Caftle, we might foon fupply that Fortrefs with Ten Thoufand brave 
Fellows that would face any Enemy on the whole Earth. 


And by this Scheme 
the great Town of Boffon may be made impregnable. 


We may fee to what a 
glorious Spirit the Englifh Nation are arrived to, in improving every Thing that’s 
poffible to be done for the Good of the Publick; witnefs the advancing 700,000/, 
towards building a Bridge from Vefminffer acrofs to Lambeth ; and there is no 
Gentlemen, that are thinking Men, but knows the Profits arifing by Tole of the 
faid Bridge will not bring in more than Two per Cent Intereft ; but they all know 
it’s for the Good of their Country, therefore they fee it néceflary it fhould be 
done notwithftanding the Infufficiency of the Premium for fuch a vaft Undertaking. 
Therefore as the aforementioned Mills can be mathematically proved, to produce 
Twenty per Cent. it will be look’d upon in England, if it is not done, that the 
Gentlemen of this Country do not confult their own Interéft and the general Good 


the whole Country will reap therefrom. And for any Petfon or Perfons to fend 


Home any difmal Complaint of the State of the Province, it will be look’d upon 
as only noify Faction and Clamour. 


I have been always fuprized to think what vaft Improvements have been per- 
formed by the Gentlemen of this Province in one Century. But now, provided 
our young Nobility, Gentry and Farmers tome over, with their Pockets fall of 
Money, what vaft Improvements may be expected in the next Century. 


I don’t in the leaft doubt but thefe fifteen Colonies will arrive to aé great a Pitch” 


of Glory as thofe fifteen Provinces of Ching. And as Sit WiLLtaAM Tempe ob- 
ferveth, it muft be allowed to be the greateft, richeft and moft populous Kingdom 
now known in the World ; and will be found perhaps to owe its Riches, Force, 
Civility and Felicity to the admirable Conftitution of its Government, more than 
any other. The Empire confilts of fifteen feveral Kingdoms, which are govern’d 
by Vice-Roys, who yet live in Greatnefs, Splendor and Riches, equal to great and 


fovereign Kings. In the whole Kingdom there are 145 Capital Cities, of mighty 


Extent and magnificent Buildings ; and 1321 lefler Cities, but all walled round ; 
the Number of Villages is infinite’: And no Country in the Known Wold is fo 
foll‘of Inhabitants, nor fo improved by Agriculture and Manufaéturies, by infinite 


Growth of numerous Commodies, by Canals of incredible Length, Conjunétion of 
Rivers; by Convenience. of Ways-for the Tranfportation ‘of all Sorts of Goods from” 


one: Province to-anether; fo-asono Country has fe-great a Trade. tf 
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THERE is a vulgar Error, to the vaft Damage of this Province, that the New- 
England Oak is.far inferiour to the Oak in O/d England ; and the Error has fo 
long prevailed that it’s’ now really allowed by all Sorts of People to be Fad: And 
the onlyReafon! find toSupport thisOpinion is, that theShips built in New-England will 
not laft fo long as thofe built in O/d : I grant what they fay. Thole Ships that 
have been hitherto built, are not fo good as thofe built in England. The Ree 
is plain to a Demonftration why they are not fo good, The People that Rarer 
the Timber cut it down in Seafon and out of Seafon, for they are obliged to eat 
it as faft as they cut it. The Ship Builders are poor, and the Nherckabies will al- 
ways keep them fo, according to the prefent Scheme they act by ; fo that it can- 
not be expected, from the folid Reafon of things, thefe People can build with reou: 
Jar feafon’d Stuff I can with Modefty fay, I underftand the juft and true sagas 
and Goodnefs ofOak, as well as any Man living. And I am fully determined t 
prove, before the Commiffioners of his Majefty’s Royal Navy, that there is as ; 
Oak in America as any in Old England. And that it would fave his Majeft aM 
bundred thoufand Pounds Sterling, by building Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Rate i cae 
War in New-England. lam certain of deftroying this vulgar Error eer 
Oak, and with as much Pleafure as Daniel deftroyed Be// and the Dragon. For Lf 
Englifh Nation are arrived toa fine Method in polite Reafon and Thinking. For in 
the prefent Age, no Man that has or really pretends to have the leaft Shadow or 
Foundation of common Reafon, will by any Means be Hoodwink’d, but thew him 
mathematical Demonftration and he will come into your Scheme “direétly, ‘fo that 
any Man that Grounds his Hypothefis on folid ‘Truth will certainly gain his Scheme. 

} et % F Soe 

I humbly make bold to make ufe of an Obfervation of a worthy, learned Gentle- 
man, who is look’d upon by all Men in the Province to be a Gentleman of folid 
Knowledge and Learning, he lately wrote an Eflay concerning Silver and Paper 
Currencies ; and it is allowed to be compleatly done: He obferveth thus on a private 
Bank. Private Credit, or Notes on a good folid Foundation, are better than publick 
Bills; the former cannot impune or break their Faith, (they are a Coerufion) the Pub- 
lick is the Dernier Refort, and in bad Adminiftrations frequently break their publick 
Faith. Hence the Credit of a well regulated Commerce or Corporation, is better than | 
that of the Civil Adminiftration. The Bank Money ‘at Venice is 20 per Cent. better 
than common Currency.” “This private commercial Credit in all polite Nations is fo fa- 
cred at prefent that the Civil Government ftands corrected by it. The Generallity of 
the United Provinces did Ano 1603,: Coin alloy’d Pieces, called Quaad Sckellings, at 
6 Stivers each, being near 10 per Cent. above their intrinfick Value.” The Bank re- 
tain’d their Integrity, and it again rofe to 1 gand rp per Cent. this; obliged the Govern. 
ment to reduce thefe Scke/fings to 5 and half Stivers, their intrinfick Value;, and have 
continued, fo ever fince.. ! Aad the Agio of the Bank fell to 3 or 5 per Cent. as formerly. 
Anno 1720, France being in the moft difmal Confufion by their Paper Currency, their 
Court was obliged to apply to the Merchants and. Bankers for their Advice, concerning 
@ Method to be ufed to find out the natural Proportion between publick Bills and Silver 
Species, and to Limit’ their ; proper Effects to a certain Sum ; a plain Illuftration that 


private is better than publick’ Credit.’ We have among our felves our Merchants 
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Notes, fo called, being well founded, were rr and half per Cent. In December 1737 ; 
will be 18 per Cent. in December 1738 ; 12 and half per Cent. 3 7ths of them then 
paid off, in December 17393 19 and half per Cent. in December 1740 ; 26 and half per 
Cent.in December 741 ; and 34 per Cent. in December 1742, better than the prefent 
Value of our Province Bills at 27 per Cent. becaufe they are continually growing bet- 
ter until they come to their fix’d Value, at which they are to be paid off. Thus it wil! 
be with thefe Notes made by the Company for the Building thefe Mills. 
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Tue worthy’Gentleman very juftly obferveth further, When Paper Money is in 
a continued Courfe of depreciating, all Debts and other Contraéts, are paid in lefs Value 
than they are contracted for: which is an unjuft, but natural Operation of this falfe 
Medium. ‘The generous foreign Adventurer or Merchant, and confequently Trade 
in its genuine Senfe, is hurt ; the Shopkeeper and Merchant Huckfters, who have a 
long Credit from their Merchants and abufe this Credit. Induftry and Frugality, the 
only Means of growing rich, are turned dfide ; in the Place of being induftrious, the 
young Men, called Gentlemen, follow no other Bufinefs but Drinking and Gaming ; 
many in Quality of Shopkeepers become Drones; Tradefmen, of all Occupations in 
Bofon, loiter away much of their Time; the Husbandmen, in the Country, {pend 
many idle Days in their little Rum Taverns, F rupality is fuperceeded by Prodigality 
and Extravagancy, as is too apparent in fine Houfes and Furniture, Chaifes and othet 
_ Equipages, Velvets, Scarlets, rich Silks and Laces. Thus far faith that learned and ins 
genious Gentlemen, the Author of the Silver and Paper Scheme, 





From the whole of this Scheme I obferve, and will make it appear to any Gentiles 
man or Body of Gentlemen, that thefe Mills aforementioned, will produce Twenty 
thoufand Pounds neat Profit each Year, But this Scheme is a fmall trifling one to what 
Ihave by me. And asI have drawn all my Schemes to be proved by the Mathema- 
ticks, and all Mankind perfe@tly knowns that F igures will not lye, if rightly placed. 
And I don’t doubt having the Approbation of all folid, wife judicious and thinking 
Men in all Nations of the trading World. For there is no Parts on the whole Earth3 

; where Money is to be got and improved, more than what is to be got in his Majz{ty’s 
Provinces in America. 1 fhall endeavour, to the utmoft of my Power, to forward the 
Eftablifhment of a Bank, on fach a Footing as to bring the wife Men in all the trading 
Nations to be concerned in it. And Ido notin the leaft doubt of having his Royal 
Majefty’s Approbatio n, and that great and dernier Refort, out sreat and auguft Parlias 
ment of Great Britain, which Affembly is now the Glory of the whole Earth, 


WE may fee what 2 noble Harmony there is between the Parliament and our moft 
_ gracious KinG, by the bottom Claufe of his Majefty’s Speech, which he recommends 
thus, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, } 

I cannot but earneftly recommend it to you, not to fuffer any Prejudices ér Animofities ey 
to have any Share in your Deliberations at this important Conjundure, which feems in @ j 
particular Manner to call upon you to unite in carrying on fuch Meafures as will be mog | 
conducive to the true Intereft and eacaniage of My People. arn | 




















Re) 


Tus moft noble Lonps Anfwer to his Majefty is full of Duty. 


We are deeply fenfible how unbecoming and pernicious it would be at any Times 

to fuffer either Prejudices or Animofities to mix themfelves with parliamentary Deli- 
erations: And your MAJESTY’S gracious Recommendation to us particularly to 
avoid them at this importunate Conjunéure, cannot fail to awaken in us a more than 
ordinary Caution on that Head. Great-Britain bath but one common Interef? confifing 
ia the Security of your MAJESTY’s Perfon and Government, and the Ti elfare and 
Happinefs of your People.. And when your MAJESTY is pleafed ta exhort us to 
Unanimity, it is only calling upon us to unite to our own Prefervation. We there- 
Sore befeech your MAJESTY to accept the frongeft and moft affectionate Affurances, 


that we will zealoufly and cheerfully concur in all [uch Meafures as foall be moff 
condufive to thofe great and defrrable Ends. 


THus anfwered our moft noble LORDS, which is like Apples 6f Gold in 
PiGtures of Silver, and a glorious Pattern for all his Majefty’s Subjects. 


Awnp as Sir RopertT Le EsTRANGE juftly obferveth, Let Error, Corruption or 
Iniquity be never fo ftrong, never fo popular, let the Ignorance of things neceflary 
to be known be never fo dark and palpable, we may yet affure our felves, That 
however Truth and Juftice may fuffer a temporary Eclipfe, they will yet at the 


long run as certainly vindicate themfelves, and recover their original Glory, as the 
fetting Sun fhall rife again. 


P.S. Cum fit alioqui multo deformius, 
-amittere quam non affequi Laudent, 
Plin. Ep. Lib. 8 


tam, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moft obedient 


. humble Servant, 
Boffon Goal, going onward Two Years 


ef my unjuft Confinement. 
April 19.17 39% 


— entpesth 


Richard Fig. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE the finifhing this Scheme, the worthy and ingenious Capt. CYPRIAN 
G SouTHACK made mea Prefent of the New-England Coafting-Pilct. And asf 

am informed, the Motive that induced him to make me this Prefent, was his 
hearing that I was drawing the prefent State of the Province ; he was willing to fore 
ward fuch an Undertaking as much as lay in his Power. As it is allowed by all Man- 
kind, that Ingratitude is as bad as the Sin of Witchcraft, therefore I think it my Duty 
to return Capt. SOUTHACK my moft hearty Thanks for the Prefent of his New-Englang 
Coafting Pilot, in this publick Manner. And all the Gentlemen of this moft noble 
Province ought to know what a juft Value our late moft glorious King WILLIAM 
fhew’d Capt. SOUTHACK, for this his noble Undertaking. “The following Order of 
his Royhiicetty will demonftrate it. 


- 


At the Court at Vbitebal] the 26th of February, 1694. 
PRESEN T, 
The King’s moft Excellent Majefty in Council. 


IV/HERE AS Capt. CyPRiaN SOUTHACK, who has been for feveral Years employed 
by the Government of New-England at Sea, and bas performed divers fignal Ser- 
wices in feveral Expeditions ; having this Day had the Honour to Kifs his Majefty’s Hand 3 
prefented to bis Majefy @ Draught of New-England, Newfoundland, Nova-Scotia, aad 
the River of Canada, and the Seas and Territories thereunto adjoining, made by himfelf 
in the faid feveral Expeditions: His Majefty taking into bis gracious Cenfideration the 
faid CyPRIAN SouTHAck, and for his further Encouragement, is pleafed to Order as is 
hereby ordered the Sum of Fifty Pounds, to be paid to bim for the Buying a Gold Chain 
and Medal, as a Mark of bis Majefty’s Royal Favour ; and that the Right Henourable 
the Lords Commiffioners of the Ti reafury do give all necefjary Directions for the [pcedy Pay- 
‘ment of the [aid Sum. - 
Joun NIcHOLIs. 
You plainly fee what a juft Senfe of the Merits of this Gentleman his Royal Majefty 
conceived, AndI muft humbly obferve to the Gentlemen of this moft noble Province, 
that they could not exprefs their juft Value and Efteem for our great Deliverer, out 
late moft auguft and glorious King WILLIAM, than by erecting to his Memory his 
Majefty’s Statue on Horfeback, ereGted ona Pedeftal, and placed before the Town 
Houfe facing King Street: And there is not one Man in the Province, that is a Lover 
of Liberty and Property, but what will contribute towards fuch a noble ‘Undertaking: 
The Gentlemen of Jre/and have, notwithftanding the famous Monument in the City of 
Dublin, erected foon after, and in Memory of his Majefty’s glorious Actions, farther 
to perpetuate the fame, erected another of glotious Stru€ture in the great River of 
Boyne, where the chief Scene of their Deliverance was, by the Almighty’s efiiting his 
Majefty’s Arms, fully compleated. From this glorious Example I hope the Gentlemen 
of this mot noble Province will not be wanting to ereét a Trophy of Honour, im Me- 
_ mory of him they have exprefs'd fo great a Value for by Words; but as for’ Words 
we all know they coft nothing. As for the worthy and ingenious Capt. SourTHACK; 
have not heard that he has received any Gratuity by way of Bounty for his great 
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Labour and Painsin ferving this moft noble Province. Mankind nothing more imitates 


almighty God, than by rewarding thofe that lay out their Powers and Faculties in fer- 
ving Mankind, This Coafing Pilot gives me a juft Idea of the Coaft of his Majefty’s 
Provinces from New-York to the Bay of Funday. The very Iflands are able to contain 
Millions of People ; which abfolutely deftroys that vile felfith Principle of fome People 
which fay they are not for Strangers coming amongft them, becaule they fhall not have 
Land enough for their Children ; which is really a childith Story. 


Upon moderate Computation the Gentlemen Farmers have borrowed on Bond and 
Mortgages upwards of Five hundred thoufandPounds ; of which the greateft Part is let at 
10 per Cent. And according to the prefent Scituation of Affairs, it is impoffible for 
thofe Gentlemen to pay off their Securities : So that a Gentleman that has Mortgaged 
his Form for 500 J. that is worth 2000, his Farm on Profecution is certainl# forfeited 
for want of the 5007. And its impoffible it fhould be otherwife whilft the griping 
Ufurers Monopolizes into their own Coffers, the Bulk of that {mall Quantity of running 
Specie that is now Extant amongft us. And as the old faying is, The juft Value of 
any Commodity whatever, is what it will fetch. The only Remedy to avoid this great 
Evil, is for the Affembly of this Province, as I obferved before, to lay juft Schemes, to 
perfwade and allure our young Nobility, Gentry and Farmers to come and fettle among 
us; and it’s not to be doubted, but thefe Gentlemen would purchafe the Farms of thofe 
Gentlemen that have involved themfelves, and are now in a State of Bondage ; and 
they may put Money fofficient in their Pockets to proceed on the Settlement of new 
Farms on the out Lands, with Refolution and Vigour. And ina few Years, by com- 
mon Induftry, they will have as good Farms as they at firft parted with, and an entire 
Freedom from the grand Oppreffion they then labour’d under. And upon the Arri- 
val of a Nnmber of our young Nobility and F armers, with a Quantity of Money, it 
would make it a Year of Jubilee for all thofe Gentlemen that now labour under the 
prefent grand Oppreffions. For all Gentlemen well knows what a vaft Number of 
Farms muft be put to Sale in few Years ; And no Purchafers can appear to buy of thefe 
Country People : The Rea(on is, becaufe they will not have Money to pay for them. 
And further, I.obferve to the Gentlemen Shopkeepers not to purcha‘e large Quantities 
of Englifh Goods, for fome time, till the Ballance of Trade js brought toa more fix 
Standard ; for it may be mathematically proved, that as certain as any Man buys large 
Quantities of Goods, fo certain he will be ruined: For as fome Gentlemen have lately 
got Eftates by the prodigious Rife of Goods, fo certainly fome Men will be ruined by 
their great Fall ; which will come to pafs, as fure as the Sun that moves. | 


T muft obferve, by way of Comfort, to the Gentlemen that labour at prefent un- 
der great Oppreffions, that we have a common faying, A defperate Difeafe muff have 
@ defperate Cure; but if more pacifick Meafures can be found out, it will be vaitly 
more pleafing to this Body Politick. For as Harmony and fincere Love are the 
juft Foundation of all Happinets both in this World and the World to come, and 
as our General ASembly are the proper Phyficians, it is not in the leaft doubted 
but they will make a found Cure of this Body Politick, and lay a folid Foundation 
of Happinefs for the rifing Generations. And what more noble and grand than to 
lay great Defigns for future Ages to copy after ; which will be lafting Monuments 
of Praifé to our great Affembly. | 
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To His EXCELLENCY 
FONATHAN BELCHER, Eq; 


Captain General and Governour in Chief in and over | i 
His Majefty’s Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay in i. 
New-England. ih 





To the Honourable His Majefty’s Council. 


“And the Honourable Houfe of Reprefentatives, in Ge- 
: neral Court affembled at Boffon. 


erent aS? RAR Same BF Petition of Richard Fry of Ro/fors 


”  Humbly Shesverh, 


yell HE late great Piece of Juftice done unto your moft humble Pe- 
titioner, in difmiffing the High Sheriff of York’s moft unreafonable 
and unjutt Petition, imboldens me to lay. before you the prefent 
Pl great Hardfhips and. Sufferings I labour under: And knowing: the 
3 Juftice and Wifdom of this Great Aflembly, flatters me with great 
i® Hopes and Expeétations of having my Defires and Requefts gran- 
ted. Iam now confin’d in his Majefty’s Goal at. the Suit of Mr. Samuel Waldo 
of Bofton, and Thomas Weftbrook of Falmouth, Efg; for Seventy Pounds Sterling, ob- 
tained againft me at the laft Superiour Court held at York.. Your moft humble 
Petitioner in faét faith, that for want of one Writing or Inftrument, under the 
Hand of Mr. Samuel Waldo of Bofton, which was taken away from your Petitioner 
by Abraham Tyler, the Under-Sheriff for the County of York, -under Colour of an | 
Execution from Mr. Samuel Waldo of Boffon, and hath taken and converted the 
faid Writing or Inftrument to his own Ufe, to the great Damage of your Petitioner. 
Your moft humble Petitioner further obferves, It has been always the Wifdom of 





| this great Affembly to reward all thofe that have any ways ferved this Province, 
with Rewards and Favours. Your Petitioner indented with Mr. Samuel Waldo in 

the Year 1731 in London, to have built. within ten Months after myArrival in Nezw- 

Englang> 











Pe ¢ England, a Paper Mill. Your Petitioner arrived in New-England in the Year Waele 
i and waited four Years wholly at his own Expence, till fuch Time as the faid Mills 
ue | were built. Your Petitioner, willing to promote. the Good of this Country, drew 
ae a Plan for fundry Sorts of Mills to be built, which was acrof Prefumfcot River in 
Falmouth ; which Scheme the faid Waldo and Weftbrook came into, and built the faid 

Mills. And your Petitioner fent for one Mr. Jobs Collier from England, which 

took the Leafe of the faid Mills at Tzvo hundred Pounds Sterling per Ann. for twenty 

one Years. Your Petitioner was to pay Sixty four Pounds Sterling per Ann. for twenty 
one Years, for the Raper Mills. And the faid Samuel Waldo and Thomas Wefbrook 
confefled before Capt. Greenwood, Mr. George Cradock and Mr. Brandon, Merchants 
of Boffon, that they held and owned in the Townthip of Falmouth, Fifteen thoufand 
Acres of Land, and that one Acre with another ae Three Pounds more in. Value 
for the Improvement of thefe Mills. But the faid Weldo and Wefbrook not con- 
tent with their Improvement of Two hundred and fixty four Pounds Sterling per Ann. 
andthe. valt Improvements of their Land, they coveted the Improvement of all the 
Mills, and paid Mr. Foha Collier Six hundred Pounds for his Leafe, the faid Collier 
finding what Sort of Men he had to deal withal, fold them his faid Leafe. The faid 
Wetdoand Wefbrook offer’d your moft humble Petitioner Five ‘hundred Pounds for the 





4 Loan of my Leafe, but I would not comply with their moft unreafonable and unjuft 
Me Requeft : So they have entred into a Combination with the Deputy-Sheriff of York, 
7: Abrabam Tyler, under Colour of an Execution hath violently entred my Mills, and 


- have converted all my Subftance to their own Ufe, and have committed my Body to 
_ Bofton Goal. Your ‘moft humble Petitioner in fact faith, he is not indebted one Far- 
thing either to Samuel Waldo, T. homas Wefthrock or Ahrabam Tyler, but ‘the faid 
Waldo, Weftbrock asd Tyler have proceeded contrary to all Law, Juftice, Reafon or 
Equity now fubfifting in the Chriftian World. Your moft humble Petitioner prays to 
have Leave to bring his Writ of Review to be tried in the County of Suffolk, at 
the next: Superiour Court to be held in Avgu/f, againft the faid Samuel Waldo and 
Thomas Weftbrook : The Reafon is, becaufe T am confined in Boffon Goal, and my 
Witneffes are in Boffon. Your Petitioner further prays, for his great Improvements 
in this Province, ‘and his leaving his own Native Country, and his great Charoes 
in coming over and waiting four Years at his own Expence. (And there is no 
‘Member of this Honourable Houfe but muft know the keeping a Family ina pretty 
genteel Manner, four Years, muft amount to a large Sum.) Your humble Peti- 
tioner prays to have a Tract of the Wafte Lands granted him, belonging to this 
Province ; which in time may be ferviceable to his New-England born Son, Fames- 
Brook Fry : Which faid Son GOD in his good Providence hath giyen to your. Pe- 
titioner in thefe his great Troubles and AfliGions. Your moft humble Petitioner 
leaveth all his Defires and Requefts to the great Wifdom and Order of this great 
and auguft Affembly. ; 3 } | 


f 


Richard Fry. 
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